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Standing Up in a Fallen World 
The handwriting on the wall 

 
Read Daniel 5:13  
Daniel 5:13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king spoke, and said to Daniel, 
 
1. Why do you think God gave a message that required Daniel to interpret? Why didn’t he make 

his message clear to Belshazzar directly? 
 
2. Are there any examples of times when you’ve been invited to share a truth about God with 

someone who was struggling to understand.  
 
Read Daniel 5:18-25 
Daniel 5:18 O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father a kingdom and 
majesty, glory and honor.  20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened in 
pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him. 21 Then he was 
driven from the sons of men, his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the 
wild donkeys. They fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till 
he knew that the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men, and appoints over it whomever He 
chooses. 
 

22 “But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, although you knew all this. 23 And 
you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven. They have brought the vessels of His 
house before you, and you and your lords, your wives and your concubines, have drunk wine 
from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, 
which do not see or hear or know; and the God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all 
your ways, you have not glorified.  

 

24 “Then the fingers of the hand were sent from Him. 25 “And this is the inscription that was 
written:  MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

 
3. What would it take for you to be as bold as Daniel in sharing the truth with your circle of 

influence, both with those of greater and lesser status than yourself?  
 
4. In Daniel’s speech to the King he focuses on Judgment. What role should the mention of 

judgment and condemnation play when we share the gospel? 
 
Read Daniel 5:18  
Daniel 5:18 O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father a kingdom and 
majesty, glory and honor.   
 
5. What do you think about the idea that God places the leaders of nations in power and removes 

them?  
 
6. What implications does that kind of divine intervention have for our world today?  
 
7. If he does this, why do world leaders so often seem so godless? 
 
 
 
Read Daniel 5:22 



Daniel 5:22 “But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, although you knew all 
this. 
 
8. Are there examples of a time when you’ve praised the created things, but giving no praise to 

the Creator.  
 
9. What are some cultural examples of this type of behavior?  
 
Read Daniel 5:29 
Daniel 5:29 Then Belshazzar gave the command, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a 
chain of gold around his neck, and made a proclamation that he should be the third ruler in the 
kingdom. 
 
10.What do you think would have happened if Belshazzar repented?  
 
General (if time permits) 
 
11. What do we learn about God from this story? 
 
12. What do we learn about man from this story? 
 
13. In what area does this story encourage us to grow? 
 
14. What warnings does this story have for us today? 

 
 
 

Please join us for the Lord’s Supper  
as we remember Christ and continue this series. 

 

Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of Me.” 
 

This Sunday, May 3  The Persistent Widow  Luke 18:1-8
 

Sunday, 5:30 p.m. & Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.   
(childcare provided) 

 


